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FRIENDS OF LIBRARIES IN TEXAS 
b 


y 
Thelma Andrews, President of the 
Texas Library Association 


Most libraries owe their begin- 
nings to the activities and devotion 
of people who cared about books 
and libraries, in other words, 
friends of libraries. Throughout 
their history libraries have re- 
ceived distinguished collections 
and buildings because individuals 
have been alert to library needs as 
cultural and service institutions in 
their communities. Librarians who 
staff these institutions are eternal- 
ly grateful for these people. 


Now when many of these friends 
are working together in the group 
formally known as FRIENDS OF 
TEXAS LIBRARIES they contin- 
ue to be an even stronger force 
and influence on the library pat- 
tern. The contribution of the 
$2,500 scholarship fund last spring 
through Texas Library Associa- 
tion will bear fruit for many years 
in the professional services of the 
recipients of these scholarships. 
The shortage of professional li- 
brarians and the difficulty in filling 
positions in the rapidly expanding 
libraries and new libraries point 
to the need for an extensive schol- 
arship program to assure qualified 
personnel in Texas libraries. 


While FOTL has given good 
support to the State Library’s ad- 
ministration of the Library Serv- 
ice Act Fund in Texas, Friends 
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will be needed still more urgently 
at the close of the five year Library 
Service Act period, to maintain 
the stimulus achieved by the dem- 
onstration programs. 

Recent studies indicate that pat- 
terns of reading in America are 
changing, influenced by the de- 
mands of an atomic age and of a 
space minded world. Contempo- 
rary man is required to read more 
materials for information neces- 
sary to living and to working in a 
science age. Re-thinking our edu- 
cational responsibilities is placing 
heavier demands on curriculum re- 
quirements. These in turn place 
stronger obligations and greater 
financial burdens on libraries to 
meet reader demands. Friends can 
play a vital part in seeing that 
libraries, as public service institu- 
tions dependent upon public funds 
and endowments, are adequately 
supported. 

FRIENDS OF TEXAS LI- 
BRARIES faces a real challenge 
to insure that Texas has the li- 
brary leadership commensurate 
with its industrial growth and ex- 
pansion. As it strengthens its own 
potential, it will more adequately 
fulfill this challenge. The Texas 
Library Association is fortunate to 
have so fine an adjunct in the pro- 
motion of library development in 
Texas. 





PRESIDENT’S LETTER 


Dear Friends: 


This third annual Friends issue 
of Texas Libraries gives us all a 
chance to see what our Friends 
movement in support of library 
development looks like in the win- 
ter of 1958-59. We are most grate- 
ful to the Texas State Library for 
the opportunity to present this in- 
formation. 


Although not all the groups in- 
vited to send their news did so, 
from the replies received we can 
make a fair estimate of the health 
of the movement. I think it looks 
hopeful, not only because obvious- 
ly many faithful library Friends 
are at work in the state but be- 
cause a new urgency seems to be 
entering the library scene. 


We have never had cause for 
complacency about our library 
systems in Texas. Part of the diffi- 
culty has been the lack of a strong 
public library tradition in the 
Southwest in general. Whether we 
consider numbers of trained per- 
sonnel, distribution of libraries, 
per capita appropriations for li- 
brary service, salaries paid to at- 
tract and hold trained people, or 
the number of citizens who feel 
strongly about the need for more 
and better libraries and are work- 
ing to get them, Texas has con- 
sistently lagged behind other 
states. Then can we feel hopeful? 
Are the Friends really contribut- 
ing to the solutions to such grave 
problems? 


I believe the answer is Yes. For 
the situation is improving con- 
stantly. Libraries are being built, 
trained people are increasing in 
number, salaries are going up 
(somewhat), bond issues are being 
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approved; and the Friends are jp 
tne thick of all these developments, 
often in positions of leadership, 
For the Friends in a community, 
large or small, are simply citizens 
who believe good library service js 
a necessity, not a luxury, and are 
pledged to work together har. 
moniously and persistently to find 
practical answers to their library 
needs. 


There are lots of problems, espe- 
cially since the latest development 
is for Friends to organize in small 
communities and rural counties 
where library service must be or. 
ganized almost from scratch. Cer- 
tain questions must be asked and 
answered, such as these: What 
form of library service shall we 
work for? Is entirely municipal 
service economically feasible, or 
shall we broaden the base with a 
county or even multi-county ap- 
proach? Can we secure a State 
Library Demonstration? Can we 
carry on somehow after the dem- 
onstration ends its year with us? 
HOW WILL WE RAISE THE®§™ 
FUNDS NEEDED? 


But the point is that people are 


asking these questions! Earlier 
there was apathy or only a few 
people concerned, and that still is 
true in some areas, or seems to be. 
Now there are meetings, lawyers 
drawing up tentative agreements 
and petitions, letters being written 
that express convictions and deter- 
mination. And many more indi- 
viduals have decided they are 
needed in this work of adding to, 
or securing, library services. 


Libraries don’t fall from on high 


—they grow, in communities and 
counties and states whose citizens 
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decide they are badly needed and 
worth fighting for. It is the in- 
crease of understanding of what a 
library means, and of the numbers 
of organized citizens exploring 
possibilities, thinking and talking 
together, working at what they 
can do right now to bring the li- 
brary closer, that can make us 
hopeful for the future. 


Three students at the Graduate 
School of Library Science of the 
University of Texas now hold $500 
scholarships, thanks to the $2500 
scholarship fund FOTL was able 
to present to TLA last March. I 
served on the TLA committee 
which voted to turn over the sum 
to Dr. Robert R. Douglass, Di- 
rector of the School, and approved 
the recipients, from a list of se- 
lected applicants. With $1000 still 
to be awarded, the State Friends 
are proud to assist five competent 
young people to train for library 
service in Texas. Anyone who 
knows of a potential donor for ad- 
ditional library science scholar- 
ships to send students to any ALA 
accredited library school in Texas, 


S: @ and will communicate with either 


Miss Thelma Andrews of the Abi- 
lene Public Library, President of 
TLA, or myself, will be indeed a 
friend of libraries. 


The Executive Board of TLA 
granted FOTL’S request for $150 
in the current TLA budget, to be 
used in our program, when it met 
during the Southwest Library As- 
sociation meeting in Galveston in 
October. I attended this meeting 
representing FOTL and _ several 
other library meetings, also the 
Texas State Historical Survey 
meeting in Austin. 


This issue features two articles 
—Dr. Harry Ransom’s address to 
the Austin Friends and Mr. Wil- 
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mer Baatz’ account of a successful 
Friends project in Virginia— 
which deal with two important 
aspects of Friends work: the phi- 
losophy which underlies the pub- 
lic support of libraries and realis- 
tice steps Friends have taken else- 
where to secure library service. I 
hope you will find both stimulat- 
ing. 


Please plan now to attend or 
send representatives to our annual 
Friends program and luncheon 
which will take place during 
TLA’s annual meeting in Houston 
in April, about which details will 
be furnished later. At that time 
Mrs. Barnard of Floydada, Chair- 
man of the FOTL Nominating 
Committee (other members are 
Mrs. Doris Harlan of Amarillo 
and Mrs. Lillian Bradshaw of Dal- 
las) will present a slate of nom- 
inees for FOTL officers for the 
year beginning June 1, 1959. 


As my term as FOTL president 
draws to a close, let me assure you 
that it has been a great experience 
to see the Friends movement 
around Texas from this perspec- 
tive. Each Friend and_ each 
Friends group working diligently 
in a community or county for li- 
brary betterment is doing work of 
high importance. I congratulate 
you on your achievements and 
wish you all success with your un- 
dertakings. 


Let us dedicate ourselves to con- 
tinue and increase the present mo- 
mentum of the Friends in every 
part of Texas, so that the Texas 
Library Association shall be glad 
it set in motion in 1940 that little 
committee of concerned citizens 
from whom the Friends in time 
developed. 

Sincerely, 
R. W. Pettway 
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THE PUBLIC LIBRARY AND PRIVATE WELFARE 


by 


Harry H. Ransom, Vice-president and Provost 
The University of Texas 


(Dr. Ransom delivered an impor- 
tant address with this title to the 
Friends of the Austin Public Library 
on March 20, 1958. With his per- 
mission we here present a shortened 
version which contains the main 
points. Friends and librarians will 
find here ideas to use as they work 
to persuade their fellow citizens that 
to support and enjoy public libraries 
is to claim a basic American right: 
the right to learn and to grow to- 
ward wisdom all our lives. Ed.) 


This is a time of dizzying possi- 
bilities. As man wanders among 
his potentialities—which range 
from inter-stellar space to com- 
plete obliteration—the human 
community faces the older prob- 
lems of human life on old and fa- 
miliar, but none the less important, 
scenes: the home, the school, the 
civic institution. In talking about 
such matters we sometimes resort 
to figures of speech, sometimes to 
statistics. Or we come to rhetoric 
and say that the recent advance of 
American civilization is illustrated 
by our private baths and our pub- 
lic libraries. 


The public baths of ancient em- 
pires, including the Roman, have 
been an important historical sym- 
bol. On this side of the Atlantic, 
heavy emphasis on what is called 
our “standard of living” has re- 
quired a different focus on exter- 
nal ablution. The private bath— 
or, even more notably, the private 
swimming pool—has become an 
important sign of social well-be- 
ing. 


The collection of books—private 


and public—has had a_ very 
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different development. A _ cop. 
trasting history of the public ]j. 
brary and the private bath would 
provide conclusions of some conse. 
quence to this age of symbols. 


But if we are to understand de. 
mocracy at all, we must consider 
more than external standards of 
our living. The inner standards 
need our attention too: our loyal- 
ties are no less fundamental in- 
vestments, though they are harder 
to audit than our dollars. 


In the United States, the inner 
standards of our living are best 
symbolized and best sustained by 
public libraries. 


Numerous writers have recorded 
the ideals and accomplishments of 
public collections of books. Dozens 
of authors have sung praises and 
devotees have hymned specific col- 
lections. The great ancient gath- 
erings of books—brought together 
by canny if not wise monarchs 
and recreated by slaves; monastic 
scriptoriums and the manuscripts 
they established; old books bound 
by chains to their little circles in 
the discouragement of bookish 
thieves; all these make good sto- 
ries, good illustrations for popular 
volumes. But in too few accounts 
is there any attempt to assess the 
effect of public libraries on man’s 
major concerns or his major com- 
munity purposes. 


If we begin with what we can 
trace closely, we may start, per- 
haps, with the Mechanics Librar- 
ies of the eighteenth century or 
those profitable ventures into cir- 
culating libraries by pre-French- 
revolution booksellers. Or we may 
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set up our argument in the great 
Reading Room of the British Mu- 
seum. Within such walls, Europe 
and Western civilization got their 
most seminal ideas, even more 
than in the palaces that housed 
great consults, political meetings 
that were said to divide the world 
(as if the world can ever be di- 
vided). Some were recreations of 
the past by men like Gibbon and 
Carlyle; some were new systems 
like Mill’s; some were assaults 
upon the future, like the tawdry 
but terrible sentences which Karl 
Marx wrote in a London library 
room marked For Readers Only. 


In this country, symbols and at- 
tainments of the reality behind 
them are less complex. Too many 
people think they are so simple 
that if you have enough money 
you can go out and buy them. To 
the public, conscious of public 
buildings, a “Carnegie Library” 
meant for two generations a struc- 
ture that housed a town’s main 
store of written things. In places 
as different as Boston, Charleston, 
New York, Charlottesville, the 
semi-public library had a more se- 
lective influence. On a grander 
and more completely public scale, 
the New York Public Library—a 
cluster of foundations, a big dim 
building guarded by blank-eyed 
lions—became a university of the 
people, a congregation of learning 
for many minds, many tongues, all 
social levels, all points of view. 
Undoubtedly some new Marx—or 
perhaps some new St. John—has 
already, within its caverns, writ- 
ten his manifesto for the future, 
or an Apocalypse for our children’s 
children. 


I do not use the term “univer- 


sity” in connection with a great 
public library carelessly. I mean 
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the public library should be an ed- 
ucational institution in more than 
the nineteenth century mot: “A 
university is a collection of books.” 
For the theoretical scientist and 
the poet, as for the historian and 
the mechanic designer, such an in- 
stitution fulfills completely—even 
down to little obvious points (for 
example, that librarians are 


among our first and most nearly 
continuous teachers)—the defini- 
tion of “a university.” 


I would not limit to the adult 
level this identity of the library 
with public education. If one polled 
the 1958 graduating classes of all 
American public high schools, he 
would find in the libraries of their 
towns and cities an astonishing 
and quite specific educational in- 
fluence upon the abler students. 
An aspect of this bond not at all 
reassuring is the fact that much 
of the communication between the 
student and the public library 
comes about merely because com- 
munities starve their schools with 
too few books. More important 
are the opportunities which many 
libraries have given students to 
come close to a critical mass of 
books. In such a mass, there is 
fusion and fission of a sort that 
scopes and Geiger counters cannot 
measure. Delayed explosion in ed- 
ucation is the most important 
thing that happens in the human 
mind: ideas that light up and burn 
most brightly years after their 
fuse is first touched. The inhibi- 
tions of organized learning (and 
the unconscious tyrannies of or- 
ganized teaching) often unluckily 
discourage such _ illumination. 
Light comes easily into a natural 
context, where at the bookshelf 
also stands a baker’s wife, a de- 
livery boy, or a retired business- 
man. It seldom comes vividly at 
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first; it sometimes comes secretly ; 
it is often unconscious in that 
community of worded things 
which a library, especially a hos- 
pitable, completely accessible and 
usable public library, best pro- 
vides. 


So far, I have kept close to the 
book. Yet the library does deal in 
many newer things, and must. 
There are, for example, pictures. 
The ability of a library to bring 
to a community great art through 
reproductions has long since been 
demonstrated. There are further 
unexplored possibilities for coop- 
eration between the public library 
and the museum, and among mu- 
seums and artists and libraries, 
for exhibition of art of all sorts. 


Then there are book substitutes: 
microfilm, microprint, microcard. 
Photographic reproduction of 


words is a much greater departure 


in reading habit (and a much 
greater promise of resources for 
reading) than that caused by the 
invention of movable type and the 
first publication of printed books. 
Microfilm requires a completely 
different mechanical process in 
reading, whether one wheels it on 
a spool or changes pages by lever 
or sees it projected on a screen. 
One of the major undertakings of 
the public library should be the 
acquainting of young readers—the 
word-customers of the future— 
with various new and wonderful 
means of reading words photo- 
graphically recorded, reproduced, 
projected. In an age of new tech- 
nics, a student has not been taught 
to read unless he has also been 
taught to use what a few years 
ago was a rare gadget for the 
scholar. No less important than 
microtext in our library visions 
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must be discs and tapes and other 
sonic devices. 


I shall not emphasize here the 
historic accomplishments of the 
public library, the virtues of li. 
brarians, to whom most of us owe 
our education; the pressing need 
for more space, new equipment, a 
larger share of the tax dollar, 
higher salaries for the staff ; wider 
extension of the riches of words by 
portable exhibits, more bookmo- § 
biles, more branch libraries. | 
wish to speak of two sorts of in- 
vestment which bring any commv- 
nity tremendous social, economic, 
and cultural returns. 


The first suggestion is a coop- § 
erative record, research, reference, 
and a reading program among 
business institutions and the pub- 
lic library, and among libraries in 
a particular locality. 

In any group in which the indi- 
vidual members—institutional or 
personal—do not have a collection 
sufficient to regular need, the best 
way of meeting it is to establish 
in the public library a common 
collection ... with each partici- 
pating contributor bearing a mere 
fraction of the total expense. Fur- 
thermore, such participation is 
tax-deductible. 


In a locality like Austin, many 
special subjects cannot be collected 
by schools, hospitals, and other 
public institutions individually. A 
cooperative purchase and refer- 
ence program, located in the pub- 
lic library, would build facilities 
unobtainable otherwise—at least a 
generation earlier. 


To put one good book into cir- 
culation among ten minds, to put a 
thousand pennies behind the in- 
crease of wisdom in a town, will 
buy more social good than any 
other similar investment. If one 
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thousand people in an area that 
supports a population of one mil- 
lion would invest the price of two 
yearly magazine subscriptions in 
the free moneys of a public li- 
brary, that ten thousand dollars 
would revolutionize library serv- 
ice. Such donations should not be 
for mending roofs or repairing 
floors or buying catalog cards. 
They should be gambled—on the 
imagination of the librarian to 
push words out into the imagina- 
tion of the community. 


The public library’s opportuni- 
ties among new machinery for 
conveying ideas, its obligations 
among new and vastly enlarged 
demands of multiple readers (as 
when a widely advertised novel is 
suddenly demanded by 127 book 
borrowers in one day) cannot be 
put off. But the library’s greatest 
mission will always be to single, 
and single-minded, persons bent on 
the pursuit of useful information 
or the enjoyment of casual read- 
ing or the cultivation of goose 
pimples by the reading of detective 
stories. The library, then, must be 
at once universally concerned with 
the common good and minutely in- 
terested in the individual—and in- 
dividualistic—reader. 


Nobody suggested that this talk 
should appeal for library support. 
I am not appealing for mere sup- 
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port. I am appealing for a sense 
of the stake which we all have in 
the verbal tradition of mankind, 
this country, this state, this city. 


The Austin Public Library is 
properly located at the geograph- 
ical center of things in Austin. It 
extends its usefulness out toward 
the borders geographically. There 
are a thousand means by which it 
could extend, figuratively speak- 
ing, into the limitless reaches of 
its citizenry’s intellectual future. 
It is not “in need” in the charitable 
sense of the term, a fact by no 
means common among cities of 
Austin’s size. 


Yet there is a larger and larger 
population to consider, a wider 
and wider area of knowledge, 
taste, curiosity, into which the 
young, middle-aged, and older 
reader must be expected to move 
as these next years go by. The li- 
brary needs to move in this new 
realm. It can do so only with the 
kind of imaginative support which 
accounted for its founding, pro- 
vided its support meanwhile, and 
now looks forward into a period 
of great social change. 


In that period we need the pub- 
lic library if we are to sustain our 
public education and fortify our 
private welfare, the inner stand- 
ard of living. 





FRIENDS PROMOTE SUBURBAN BRANCH 
b 


Wilmer H. Baatz, Supervisory Librarian 
U. S. Veterans’ Administration 
Washington, D. C. 


(Condensed from an article in the 
Library Journal of Oct. 1, 1958, this 
account of Friends in a Virginia 
county gives valuable hints’ to 
Friends in Texas. Ed.) 


Fairfax, County, Virginia, near 
the District of Columbia, has many 
military and government employee 
families — young families with 
school-age children needing 
schools, fire protection, police, 
sanitation facilities, and a library. 
But the library system has stern 
competition for tax funds. 


The County and its communities 
have found the way to support li- 
braries in a clearly defined set of 
requirements which put the bur- 
den of need and interest squarely 
on the community which must 1) 
Find and pay for adequate rental 
space for the first year; 2) Buy 
acceptable shelving and furniture, 
except for the charging desk and 
catalog cases, supplied by the 
County; 3) Pay for utilities, ex- 
cluding telephone; 4) Share in 
maintenance; 5) Furnish miscel- 
laneous items. 


In turn, the County, in the first 
year, pays the salaries of all em- 
ployees, buys books and maga- 
zines, the charging desk, catalog 
cases, book trucks, filing cabinets, 
etc. After the first year, the 
County Library Board assumes all 
expenses. 


Springfield is the fifth new Fair- 
fax County library branch started 
on its way by a “Friends of the 
Library” organization which 
raised the funds to meet the first 
year bills. Named in honor of 
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Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd, 
the library was dedicated January 
20, when Senator Harry F. Byrd 
paid tribute not only to his broth- 
er, but also to the many people 
whose planning, cooperation and 
hard work made this dream a real- 
ity. Never was a tribute more de- 
served. 


But the real story lies in the 
two-year struggle to reach this 
point. They say in Springfield, “Tf ' 
you want to get things done ina 
new community, or any other, for 
that matter, get the women be 
hind it.” 


The Crestwood Woman’s Club 
took the first organized action for 
library service with a survey to 
awaken community interest, pro- 
vide library growth, and _ find 
available space. With facts in 
hand they formally applied for li- 
brary service to the County Li- 
brary Board in January of 1956 
but were told that other communi- 
ties had applied first and that there 
was little likelihood that funds 
would be available before 1958-59. 


Now the Springfield Civic As 
sociation took up the struggle. Its 
President appointed a “Chairman 
of the Library Committee” of the 
Association and in May took ac 
tion. These two men, with repre 
sentatives of the Crestwood Wom- 
an’s Club and the American Ass0- 
ciation of University Women, ap- 
peared before the County Boari§ 
of Supervisors at the public hear- 
ing on the County Budget with an 
urgent request for a Springfield 
branch library. 
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Immediate results took the form 
of a doubled bookmobile service 
with the addition of a new vehicle, 
and an invitation to the CA’s rep- 
resentatives to meet with the 
County Library Board for an out- 
line of the community’s obliga- 
tions in the County-Community 
joint effort to expand the library 
system. 

Now the drive began in earnest. 
Led by the Springfield Civic As- 
sociation, fourteen organizations 
joined in a Fourth of July celebra- 
tion which brought a net profit of 
$830 to the Civic Association Li- 
brary Fund. 

But leaders of the various par- 
ticipating groups soon realized 
that one organization with the li- 
brary as its sole interest, was an 
absolute necessity. So, representa- 
tives of 24 organizations met to 
form the “Friends of the Library 
of Springfield, Virginia” electing 
Mr. Baatz, Supervisory Librarian, 
U. 8. Veterans Administration, as 
their president, and Mrs. Walter 
Flinchum, a librarian of the An- 
nandale High School, as secretary, 
providing the project with pro- 
fessional guidance. Representa- 
tives of the five existing area Civic 
Associations were placed on the 
Executive Committee, and _ this 
proved one of the shrewdest moves 
of the whole drive, for these mem- 
bers sparked the work in their 
own communities time after time 
and performed the necessary chore 
of liaison with the separate 
groups. 

The Friends began their mem- 
bership drive in November. More 
than 90 members took over the 
grueling house-to-house drive in 
two-thirds of Springfield proper 
with the Civic Association cover- 
Ing the remainder. The tally at 
the end of the first two weeks— 
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over $2,000! Local newspapers 
gave excellent continuous coverage 
to keep residents abreast of the 
drive for members and funds. 


Impressed by these efforts, the 
County Library Board notified the 
Friends a little less than a year 
after the first petition that funds 
for the Springfield branch would 
be included in their 1957-58 budget 
request. However, the final word 
on the budget after the public 
hearing in May of 1957 would be 
the County Board of Supervisors’. 


At this second budget hearing 
the original contingent of repre- 
sentatives was expanded. No one 
appeared in opposition. By this 
time the Friends could point to 
over 1200 individual members and 
a $4800 bank account. 


Despite a heavy budget cut for 
the County Library system, 
enough funds were allocated to the 
County Libraries so that the Li- 
brary Board could and did approve 
the new branch for Springfield. 

The Friends had by now devel- 
oped a good technique for these 
membership drives. Flyers ex- 
plaining the drive and its purposes 
were distributed by the Scouts, 
Cubs, Brownies or adult organiza- 
tions. (World Book Company do- 
nated 3500 of these printed fly- 
ers.) A week later, solicitors with 
“Friends of the Library” arm- 
bands called on each home. People 
were prepared for these repre- 
sentatives, usually their neighbors, 
and the reception was warm and 
sympathetic. The solicitors were 
furnished with membership cards 
or receipt blanks, given two days 
to do their areas (usually one 
block), and made their reports to 
a central location. 

Other organizations did their 
share; 45 businessmen contributed 
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to the library fund and 17 other 
businesses or organizations gave 
gifts or performed services for the 
Friends. Youth organizations, 
fraternal, civic and service clubs, 
women’s and men’s groups, PTA’s, 
garden clubs, and church groups 
have all had a part in establishing 
this library. 


Another type of fund raising 
effort which proved a lot of fun, 
and brought in $252, was book 
sales. One raised $107 and one 
brought in $145 profit. Books 
were donated by local citizens and 
sold at bargain rates of 5c to $1, 
with most at 25c or 40c. Several 
hundred people turned up, 


browsed, and purchased at both 
sales. 


In the final analysis this drive 
for support of the Richard Byrd 
Branch Library for Springfield 
has done something of far greater 
importance than raising the money 
to supply the physical plant to 
house the books; it has made the 
community feel that this is truly 
“their” library, that they have 
contributed to it, they are using it. 


The tremendous good will for 
library service is there in almost 
any community, one suspects. It 
only takes leadership from an in- 
terested few to marshal and use it. 


OFFICERS OF FOTL, to June 1, 1959 


PRESIDENT: 
R. W. Pettway 
Box 1145 
Austin, Texas 


Ist VICE-PRESIDENT 
Frank McGowan 
c/o The Wall Street Journal 
911 Young Street 
Dallas, Texas 


2nd VICE-PRESIDENT: 
Mrs. James McQuaid 
1112 Rock Creek Drive 
Garland, Texas 


SECRETARY: 
Mrs. R. R. Struve 
507 Ninth Street 
Abernathy, Texas 


TREASURER: 
Charles Sampler 
1010 Lavaca Street 
Austin, Texas 


PARLIAMENTARIAN: 
Mrs. H. F. Godeke 
3005 21st Street 
Lubbock, Texas 


ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS, to June 1, 1959 


Mr. James Love, Chairman: 
Mr. Robert Max Trent: 


Miss Thelma Andrews: 
(ex-officio) 


Mrs. Joe Harlan: 
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Diboll, Texas 


Director of Libraries 
Southern Methodist University 
Dallas, Texas 


Librarian 
Abilene Public Library 
Abilene, Texas 


Box 3597 
Amarillo, Texas 
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Mr. Charles Lee Lewis: 1901 28th Street 
Lubbock, Texas 


Dr. Guy Harrison, Jr. Chairman, Texas Library & 
Historical Commission 
Baylor University 
Waco, Texas 


Mrs. E. H. Marek: 512 Coke Street 
Yoakum, Texas 


Mrs. John Leddy Jones: 4717 Park Ave. (Life Member: FOTL) 
Dallas, Texas 


Miss Edwin Sue Goree: Burnet County Library 
Burnet, Texas 


DISTRICT CHAIRMEN FOR FRIENDS DEVELOPMENT 


(These FRIENDS will be glad to correspond with anybody from 
their districts wanting aid and counsel on FRIENDS matters.) 


Dist. I *Mrs. R. R. Struve Dist. IV Mrs. Paul Reese 
507 Ninth Street Box 33 
Abernathy, Texas Rockport, Texas 


Dist. II Mrs. John Redfern, Jr. Dist. V Mrs. A. W. Nussbaum 
1214 Country Club Drive 1525 Banks Street 
Midland, Texas Houston 20, Texas 


Dist. III Mrs. Briggs Todd Dist. VII**Mrs. Frank Harmon 
842 Sayles Blvd. 4001 Euclid 
Abilene, Texas Dallas, Texas 


Dist. VIIJ **Mrs. Elmer Dale 
Blanco 
Texas 
**Past President FOTL 
*Secretary of FOTL 


CHAIRMAN OF TLA FRIENDS COMMITTEE 


Miss Laura Dell Justin 
Librarian, W. B. Ray SHSL 
Corpus Christi 





Welcome to New Friends Groups! 
*Bellville—Friends of the Austin County Library Movement 
Knox City—Friends of the Library 
*Kyle—Friends of the Kyle Library 
*Llano—Friends of the Library 


Texas City—Friends of the Moore Memorial Public Library 
*Group member of FOTL 
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FRIENDS OVER THE STATE 


*Abernathy: FRIENDS OF THE 
ABERNATHY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
The 25 members of the Friends have 

during the past year prepared news- 

paper articles on the library, given a 

tea for the librarian, Miss Nannie Bell 

Ritchey, sponsered a children’s summer 

reading program in which about 75 

young people participated, purchased a 

desk and reading table for the library, 

and are now working to pay for two 
new library chairs. Our present offi- 
cers are: Mrs. R. R. Struve, President; 

Mrs. Valeria Jordan, Treasurer, and 

Mrs. Zena Carter, Secretary. 


Amarillo: FRIENDS OF THE MARY 
E. BIVENS MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
The Friends put on a special dinner 

in April in honor of Lon Tinkle, writer, 

critic, teacher, and featured speaker at 
the Writers’ Roundup on April 9th. 


*Austin—FRIENDS OF THE AUSTIN 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Our highlight of 1958 was the li- 
brary’s 25th anniversary ceiebration 
during National Library Week. The 
Friends sponsored a brochure which 
recorded all major gifts the library has 
received since its beginning and set 
forth its most pressing present needs. 
We hoped that the brochure had helped 
when we learned that our librarian, 
Miss Mary Rice, had accepted for the 
library a John Cotton Dana Award at 
ALA in San Francisco. 


Our annual meeting on March 20th 
featured cash awards made to four high 
school students whose essays on Austin 
and Travis County history had been 
judged best. The contest, sponsored 
jointly by the Friends and the Amer- 
ican Statesman, has become an annual 
affair which focuses young people’s at- 


*Group member of FOTL 
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tention on the resources—and needs— 
of the library’s local history collection, 
and also enriches it with the essays 
themselves. 


Our speaker was Dr. Harry H. Ran- 
som, Vice-president and Provost of the 
University of Texas, whose talk, ‘The 
Public Library and Private Welfare,” 
was a witty as well as serious summing 
up of the high importance to Amer- 
icans of strongly supported public li- 
braries. 

The Friends were instrumental in 
securing a third neighborhood library 
station which opened in Highland Park 
Shopping Center in late summer. Over 
a hundred readers from that area have 
become Friends since the station was 
dedicated. Friends secure station; sta- 
tion secures Friends! Our 
ship stands at about 600. 


mem ber- 


Individual Friends and others con- 
tinue to present to the library’s Austin 
Travis County Collection family rec- 
ords and photographs which are build- 
ing up the collection gratifyingly. The 
library now has in progress a partly- 
privately-financed project, “Old Austin 
Homes,”’ which has already been given 
as an illustrated lecture by a staff 
member before a number of community 
groups. 


Officers who serve until January, 
1959 are: R. W. Pettway, President; 
Mrs. St. John Garwood, Vice-president; 
Mrs. Lewis Hanke, Secretary-Treasur- 
er. 


*Bellville: FRIENDS OF THE AUSTIN 
COUNTY LIBRARY MOVEMENT 
Interest in obtaining a public library 

for Austin County originated in the 

local Grandmothers’ Club last July. 

Public library materials were collected 

from various sources and a number of 
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small meetings were held. Through 
materials sent by George Hill (Austin 
and Bellville), Director of Texas His- 
torical Foundation, the group decided 
to organize a local Friends of the Li- 
brary. Correspondence has been active 
with Richard W. Pettway as we have 
proceeded. 


Robert E. Lee, Director of Extension, 
Texas State Library, spoke at the first 
large meeting of the Friends. Mrs. F. 
W. Zeiske was elected president and 
Bill Bogar, treasurer. Publicity was 
given the movement through the three 
newspapers of the county and by the 
Chamber of Commerce, city commis- 
sioners, civic and service groups. F. 
W. Zeiske is chairman of publicity and 
Herbert Vogelpohl, Special Gifts Chair- 
man, is contacting key individuals over 
the county who will accompany him 
and Bill Bogar to visit county libraries 
and determine expenses of a model 
county library. 


The Bellville Friends sponsored a 
booth at the Austin County Fair, hand- 
ing out leaflets announcing the new or- 
ganization. A first prize was won on 
the fair float prepared by Mrs. J. Lee 
Dittert, Jr. A book fair is being 
planned. 


The Austin County Library Move- 
ment is at present synonymous with the 
Bellville FOL. We are members of 
the FOTL. Our county population is 
15,000. The county tax evaluation is 
$24,000,000. 


Brady: FRIENDS OF THE McCUL- 
LOCH COUNTY LIBRARY 
At the annual program meeting in 
April, 1958, at the F. M. Richards Me- 
morial Library, these officers were 
elected to serve until 1959: 
President, Mrs. K. D. Lindsay 
Vice-President, Mrs. K. K. Steffens 
Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Jack H. 
Wiggington 
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*Bryan: FRIENDS OF THE BRYAN 

LIBRARY 

The 200 members of the Friends of 
the Bryan Carnegie Library, which was 
founded in January, 1955, have really 
been busy this year! Our Annual Meet- 
ing was held on January 9, 1958, when 
Mrs. Bess Ann Motley of the State 
Library Staff discussed the possibility 
of the Bookmobile demonstration. 


Our main project of this year has 
been support of and promotion of set- 
ting up a bookmobile demonstration 
for the five counties of this geograph- 
ical area, to be supported by funds 
from the State Library and federal 
program. A place was found to store 
the books and for the librarian to 
work. Schedules were planned for the 
areas to be visited. Open house was 
held at the Library during Library 
week, and the State Bookmobile was 
parked in the street for the public to 
view and visit during National Library 
week, March 16-22. 


A public address system to be used 
as a record player in the Children’s 
Room of Carnegie Library was given 
by the Friends. We also furnished 
cold drinks and cookies at the close of 
the summer reading program for the 
children completing the program. Serv- 
ing was done on the lawn of the Li- 
brary. 


We have been promoting gifts to the 
library in the form of books or money 
for memorials and special gifts. Leather 
bound books to record GIFTS and 
MEMORIALS are maintained at the 
library. The books were the gift of 
the FRIENDS. 


Our present officers are: 

Hon. Brownrigg Dewey, Jr., President 

Mrs. W. L. Russell, Vice-President 

Mrs. Milton Huggett, Secretary 

Mr. Jim Beard, Treasurer 

The librarian of the Bryan Carnegie 
Library is Mrs. Margaret Hoyal. 
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Corpus Christi: FRIENDS OF LA 

RETAMA LIBRARY 

The Friends held their semi-annual 
meeting in October, at which a Great 
Books Discussion Group demonstration 
was presented by Raymond Johnson, 
Southwestern area Director of the 
Great Books Foundation. Three groups 
have been using the Library for some 
time. 


The Friends—400 strong— are also 
considering the possibility of a music 
library as a Friends project. 


Dallas: FRIENDS OF THE DALLAS 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Officers for 1958 were: 
Mrs. A. Earl Cullum, President 
Mrs. Jack Hyman, Vice-President 
Mrs. Violet Hayden, Secretary 
A. G. Schlosstein, Treasurer 
Jack Harrison, Board Chairman 
*Ft. Worth: FRIENDS OF 


THE FT. 


WORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY 
The Friends, about 150 in number, 


are aiding in the campaign for Li- 
brary Development Bonds, and are fi- 
nancing a microfilm project to secure 
on microfilm all the old Ft. Worth 
newspapers. Their present officers 
are: President, John Scott; First Vice- 
president, Frank Edelbrock; Second 
Vice-president, Mrs. Olcott Phillips; 
Secretary, Mrs. J. A. Gooch; Treasurer, 
Sam Cantey III; Directors, Ran Run- 
dell and Edward Hudson, all of whom 
will serve until April, 1960. 


Galveston—FRIENDS OF THE 

ROSENBERG LIBRARY 

A campaign to air-condition the li- 
brary, begun with a private donation of 
$1000, was enthusiastically adopted by 
the Friends in August, when they pre- 
sented $750 to be used in financing 
the campaign of letter-solicitation to 
all card holders. In addition, 200 cans 
labelled Donations to Air-Condition the 
Rosenberg Library were placed in busi- 
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ness establishments to bring it to the 
attention of everyone in the city. Oth. 
er civic groups, such as the Jaycees, 
lent their financial and moral support; 
the project was truly communitywide, 
according to new Librarian Ray Fry, 


Officers until the spring of 1959 are: 
Dr. Marcel Patterson, President 
Dr. Glenn Russell, Vice-President 
Mrs. Ernest Burka, Secretary 
Hugh Gibson, Treasurer 


Houston: THE FRIENDS OF THE 
FONDREN LIBRARY AT THE 
RICE INSTITUTE 
The 500 members of the Friends 

carried on a series of activities designed 

to appeal to persons with a broad in- 
terest in books and the fine arts. Mem- 
bers receive the Flyleaf, The Rice 

Fondren Library Bulletin, all library 

privileges and invitations to attend 

various cultural events at the Institute. 


They customarily hold a fall and a 
spring meeting. Mr. Carl Illig is Pres- 
ident, and the other officers are as 
follows: 


Mrs. Robert J. Cummins, Vice-Presi- 
dent 

Mrs. Charles W. 
ship Secretary 

Mrs. John 
Secretary 

Charles W. 


Hamilton, Member- 


Mason, Jr., Recording 


Hamilton, Treasurer 


*Houston: FRIENDS OF THE 

HOUSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The most important project of the 
1,000 members for 1958 was the spon- 
sorship of the Young Adult Room of 
the Central Library, which was opened 
on May 18th at our spring meeting. 
The Friends purchased the furniture 
and donated $300 to buy books; they 
will continue to help purchase books 
for this room. 


Mrs. Harriet Dickson Reynolds, Di- 
rector of city libraries, has announced 
three important gifts for 1958: $300 


TEXAS LIBRARIES 





given by the Rotary Club of Houston 
to purchase vocational guidance books; 
$7,500 granted by the M. S. Anderson 
Foundation to purchase the R. B. Blake 
Collection of Texana; and $25,000 
granted by the Houston Endowment, 
Inc. for the purchase of books for the 
Business- Technology Room. The 
Friends worked closely with Mrs. Rey- 
nolds in soliciting these gifts. 


At the fall meeting in October, Mr. 
Emerson Greenaway, Director of the 
Philadolphia Free Library, was the 
guest speaker. 


The goal of the Friends is to double 
their membership—to 2,000—by the 
time TLA meets in Houston in 1959. 


The officers serving the group until 
May, 1959 are: 

President, Mrs. A. W. Nussbaum 

lst Vice-president, Mrs. Winfred El- 
lis 

2nd Vice-president, Mrs. W. T. Boyd 

Recording Secretary, Mrs. E. A. 
Luton 


Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. John 
Walker 


Treasurer, Mrs. E. A. Calvin 


Houston: FRIENDS OF THE TEXAS 
SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
The Friends have a program of sup- 

port for the library and offered a re- 

ception on the evening of September 

25, 1958, in honor of Dr. Franklin 

Frazier, Professor of Sociology at How- 

ard University in Washington, D. C. 


Dr. Frazier had been the guest 
speaker at the dedicatory ceremonies 
at the opening of the new library 
building, which took place earlier that 
day during the annual Convocation. 
Guests were present from many other 
universities in Texas. 


(Dr. Hardin Craig, Librarian of the 
Rice Institute, represented the Friends 
of Texas Libraries, at the request of 
R. W. Pettway. Ed.) 
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Kerrville: FRIENDS OF THE KERR 

COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

1958 has been a most eventful and 
successful year for the Friends. Un- 
der the able chairmanship of attorney 
Robert I. Wilson, we began a campaign 
early in the year to solicit funds with 
which to erect a building. August W. 
Harris, Austin architect and friend of 
Mr. Wilson, drew designs for a beauti- 
ful building but we found out later 
that we had set our sights too high. 

At the March meeting plans were out- 
lined for our drive. We borrowed one 
of the Demonstration Bookmobiles from 
the Texas State Library, which spent 
four days here and also visited the ad- 
joining counties of Kendall, Gillespie, 
and Bandera. 


Early in June Mr. Wilson heard that 
a local church building not used for 
the last three years was to be sold in 
bankruptcy court; he immediately made 
plans to purchase it. The deal was 
closed in late June and work is pro- 
gressing on remodeling and equipping 
the building. It is 40 x 60 ft. in size, 
with a full basement (which will have 
a small assembly room, storage space, 
two rest rooms, and a kitchen). 


The Board of Directors expected 
that the move into the new quarters 
would be completed by Dec. 1 (Report 
made in November). At that time the 
dedication and grand opening were to 
take place at the annual meeting, which 
was postponed to this occasion. 


Officers of our group are: 

Robert I. Wilson, President 

Mrs. George Morrow, Vice-president 
Mrs. Rosaline Wright, Treasurer 
Miss Virginia Leigh, Secretary 


Knox City: 
LIBRARY 
The Friends are in process of for- 

mation, with Mrs. S. Philip Colehour 

acting as President, Mr. Ottis Cash as 

Vice-President, and Mrs. H. W. Finley 
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as Secretary-Treasurer. Mrs. Colehour 
reports ten members at present and 
says further: 

“We have been handicapped in 
having no place for a library but the 
Board of Education has offered one 
room for temporary use (until it is 
needed by the school). We have 
some books and plan to move them 
right away to this room. 

“Mrs. Motley came to the Knox- 
Haskell-Throckmorton area in the 
spring. The Haskell-Throckmorton 
Commissioners Courts voted to ask 
for a demonstration. Knox County 
Commissioners voted it down. That 
is how we stand at present. 

“Our Friends group has had two 
meetings. Another is being called 
in the near future.”’ 


*Kyle: FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
The brand new organization of the 
Friends of the Kyle Library has ap- 
proximately fifty members drawn from 
the city and county area. They have 
just been recently organized and have 
elected their officers for a term that 
ends in February 1959. These officers 
are: 
President, Mrs. C. O. Dorman 
Vice-President, Mrs. Lex Ward 
Secretary, Mrs. Richard Homan 
Treasurer, Mrs. Wallace Richmond 
They are working hard to establish 
better library service with the aid of 
Mrs. Gerard Bruggink, Librarian of the 
Kyle Public Library. 


*Llano: FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 

Mrs. Margaret Tarver, Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Friends, reported, in 
sending to the State Friends the Llano 
group’s state membership fee of $5, 
that 53 citizens were members soon 
after the organizational meeting in 
May, 1958. 

(The Friends can be of great service 
in this county, one of the three coun- 
ties—Blanco, Burnet, Llano—which 
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have been enjoying a Texas State Li. 
brary Bookmobile demonstration that 
ends in January, 1959. The problem 
of how to finance library service after 
the end of the demonstration was cop. 
sidered at a general meeting held at 
the Burnet Public Library in Decem. 
ber, with representatives from the in. 
terested counties present, Mrs. Elmer 
Dale of Blanco, District VIII FOTL 
Chairman, reports. Ed.) 


*Lubbock: FRIENDS OF THE 

LIBRARY 

The Friends of the Lubbock Public 
Library, which was founded in 1946, 
has approximately seventy-five mem- 
bers drawn from a city and county 
area. Their annual meeting was held 
on November 3, 1958, at which three 
new directors were elected to take the 
places of retiring members. These 
newly elected directors are: 


Miss Mabel Erwin 
Mrs. George C. Elle 
Mrs. Charles L. Lewis 


The Vice-President, M. J. Aderton, 
will shortly call the new board together 
to elect new officers whose term of 
office is one year terminating in No- 
vember of each year. 


At a recent meeting of the Friends a 
travelogue, with the showing of slides 
of a “camping-out” trip of Europe, 
was given by Dr. Truman Camp, Pro 
fessor at Texas Tech., and his wife and 
son. They spent the whole summer it 
Europe camping in the different coun- 
tries, meeting the people in their home 
environment. The program was of 
great interest to the Friends. 

The Friends have been advertising 
in the local newspaper promoting it- 
terest in library growth. A series of 
book reviews by experts has been sched- 
uled to be held in the library auditori- 
um, one each month through March. 
The Friends are cooperating with the 
library in the Great Books Study Group 
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and are already making plans for the 
Children Summer Reading Improve- 
ment competition. 

This Friends’ group feels that it has 
made progress this year... in their 
own words: “Our library is growing 
fast and is increasing its service to 
the community in a very fine way.” 


*Midland: FRIENDS OF THE 

LIBRARY 

We, the more than 200 members of 
the Midland Public Library Friends 
Group which was founded in 1952, 
kicked off our membership campaign 
during National Book Week with an 
intensive news story and window dis- 
plays. It was climaxed with our annual 
organizational meeting (which was a 
social coffee with Dr. Frank Wardlaw, 
Director of T. U. Press, as guest speak- 
er) that was followed by a reception 
for Dr. Wardlaw at the Midland Coun- 
try Club. 

Our new $400,000 Library was 
opened for the public on August 29th. 
Friends and many other organizations 
presented gifts. It was quite a success- 
ful event. 

Mrs. H. N. Phillips, Mr. Charles Hen- 
derson and Mr. Joe Carl have been ap- 
pointed by the County Commissioners 
Court to the Library Advisory Board. 
Mrs. Phillips and Mr. Henderson are on 
the Board of Directors of the Friends 
organization, and Mr. Joe Carl is 
President. 

We held an open house on Novem- 
ber 23, 1958, with the Friends honor- 
ing the City Council, Mayor, County 
Commissioners, County Judge and 
members of the original Midland Li- 
brary Association. 

Our officers hold office from March 
‘58 to March ’59 and they are as fol- 
lows: 

President: Joe 

Vice-President, John M. Hills 

Secretary, Mrs. Walter Davis 

Treasurer, Glen Evans 

Board of Directors: Mrs. H. N. Phil- 


Carl 
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lips, Mrs. James Marberry, Mr. Jack 
Huff, Mr. Addison Young, Mrs. Edgar 
S. Keefe, Mr. Charles Henderson, and 
Mrs. Charles Linehan. 


Paris: FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 

Organized in 1956, this Friends 
group attempts to focus attention in 
Paris on books and the library and to 
stimulate gifts of books, magazines, 
and desirable collections as well as en- 
dowments and bequests. 

The officers elected in the spring of 
1958 are: 

Mrs. O. W. Robinson, President 

Mrs. Frank Fuller, Vice-President 

Mrs. Blake Lee, Secretary 

Mrs. J. C. Glasscock, Treasurer 


Texas City: FRIENDS OF THE 
MOORE MEMORIAL PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 
These, the very newest Friends, are 

off to a splendid start. (This report 

based on a news story in the Galveston 

News which Mrs. J. J. Schwartz, li- 

brarian of the Moore Memorial PL, 

sent in.) 


The organizational meeting was held 
with 18 persons present on November 
6. Since then membership has more 
than doubled, but that is only the be- 
ginning. Nine hundred circulars were 
mailed out to announce the resolve of 
library-minded citizens of Texas City 
to devote themselves to the following 
purpose: “To support our public li- 
brary by helping to further library pol- 
icies and programs which will assist 
the library to attain its objectives; 
and to inform our community of the 
unquestioned importance of the con- 
tribution that public library service 
makes to the life of our community.” 

The first project will be chosen early 
in 1959. Meanwhile, a Christmas Tea 
was scheduled—open to everyone—to 
acquaint the townspeople with the li- 
brary’s facilities and answer questions 
about the Friends. Five civic clubs 
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collaborated, with a Friends commit- room in the county courthouse 
tee in charge: The TC Civic Club and have started accepting dona- 
furnished refreshments, the Garden tions of books. 
Club decorated the library, the Art We plan to circulate a petition re 
League presented a display of paint- questing the county commissiop- AR 
ings, and the presidents of these clubs ers’ court to provide the funds 7 
and Hadassah presided at the tea ta- necessary to employ a county li- be 
bles. brarian and operate the county AR 
The newly elected officers, who say library. ¢ 
that the Friends will be a ‘“‘working,” We are taking the necessary steps 
not a “merely meeting” club, are: to make our Friends organization org 
President, Mrs. Dee Walker tax-exempt. bra 
Vice-president, Mrs. A. G. Collier Public sentiment is very favorable, tog 
Secretary, Mrs. James Brown and the local civic organizations zen 
Treasurer, Mrs. C. J. Robinson plan to include library donations, suc 
Mrs. Walker, long an independent etc., in their projects next year. bra 
friend of the library on her own, is Officers are: est 
credited with the leadership which set J. D. Vinson, President (Woodville) ant 
in motion this hopeful new group. C. D. Marshall, First Vice-President of 
(Woodville) ma 
*Woodville: FRIENDS OF THE B. M. Minter, Second Vice-President cer 
TYLER COUNTY LIBRARY (Spurger) bre 
Our Friends organization’s current Mrs. Joe E. Smith, Secretary (Wood- Te: 
news: ville) the 
(1) We are working on the survey R. Everton Kennerly, Treasurer Te: 
necessary to quality for the Book- (Woodville) for 
mobile demonstration in our area These officers were elected on May 
in 1960. 6, 1958, and will hold office for one 
We have obtained the use of a year. ent 
cia 
Inquiries about Friends: bri 
Comanche Mrs. Phyllis Ellis has expressed the interest felt by - 
Epsilon Sigma Alpha. 
Hearne Mrs. Wilbur Strong and librarian of HPL, Mrs. Joe ~ 
Sturgis, are interested. ve 
George West Mrs. E. A. Gay has been sent Friends material on = 
request. “ 
Longview The Longview Charity League is distinctly inter- 
ested. 
Mexia A Friends group to work on behalf of the Gibbs im 
Memorial Library is definitely planned. ™ 
Nacogdoches The Directors of the recently renamed Hoya Memo- an 
, |,*-" vial Library, for which the city has now donated a in 
building and property after operating this fulltime mm 
library with a librarian for some years, have re- be 


quested Friends assistance. 

Miss Catherine Chapman, Librarian of Weatherford 
Junior College and Mrs. E. L. Armstrong, of the an 
PTA Council’s Library Committee, have been sent as 
material on request. el 


Weatherford 
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FRIENDS OF TEXAS LIBRARIES 
BYLAWS 
Adopted March, 1958 


ARTICLE I. Name 
The name of this organization shall 
be “Friends of Texas Libraries.”’ 
ARTICLE II? Purpose 
Section A. 

The purposes of this 
organization shall be; to promote li- 
brary development in Texas; to bind 
together all citizens and groups of citi- 
zens throughout the state interested in 
such development, so that existing li- 
praries may be strengthened, libraries 
established in every area of the state, 
and books brought within easy reach 
of all; to advise and assist in the for- 
mation of new Friends groups; to keep 
central records of Friends-of-the-Li- 
brary groups in local communities in 
Texas; to receive and administer for 
the upbuilding of library purposes in 
Texas, such funds as may be donated 
for such purpose. 

Section B. 


This organization shall at all times 
cooperate with the Texas Library Asso- 
ciation in the promotion of better li- 
brary service in Texas. 

ARTICLE III. Membership 


Any citizen or 


non-profit 


organization in the 
state interested in library development 
and library service shall be eligible for 
membership. 
ARTICLE IV. 

Section A. 


DUES & FISCAL YEAR 


Annual dues shall be $1.00 for an 
individual, and $5.00 for an organiza- 
tion. Individuals paying $5.00 shall be 
called sustaining members, those pay- 
ing $25.00 shall be called supporting 
members, those paying $100.00 shall 
be life members. 

Section B. 


The fiscal year shall begin June 1 
and end May 31. New officers shall 
assume office on June 1 following 
election. Dues shall be payable before 
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January 1 for the year ending the fol- 
lowing June. Notice of dues payable 
shall be sent out by the corresponding 
secretary in November of each year. 
ARTICLE V. Officers 

The officers shall consist of a Presi- 
dent, a Vice-President, a Secretary, a 
Treasurer, and a Corresponding Secre- 
tary who shall constitute the Execn- 
tive Board. 
ARTICLE VI. 

Section A. 


Duties of Officers 
The President 
The President shall preside at ali 
meetings, shall pass, on approval by 
the Executive Board, all bills for pay- 
ment, shall appoint all committees with 
the approval of the Executive Board. 
and shall appoint the Corresponding 
Secretary. 
Section B. The Vice-President 
In the absence of the President. 
the Vice-President shall perform the 
duties of that office. 
Section C. The Secretary 
The Secretary shall be responsible 
for the correct recording, by the Cor- 
responding Secretary, of the minutes 
of meetings, shall read the minutes of 
previous meetings, shall act as parlia- 
mentarian at meetings, and shall sign 
with the President all official docu- 
ments. 
Section D. 
The Treasurer shall be the custo- 
dian of the funds which shall be de- 
posited to the account of Friends of 
Texas Libraries in a bank designated 
by the Executive Board; shall keep ac- 
curate and complete records of the 
funds, and be prepared to report of 
them at each annual meeting, or at 
the request of the President. 
Section E. The Corresponding 
Secretary 
The Corresponding Secretary, ap- 
pointed by the President, shall keep 


The Treasurer 
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complete minutes of the meetings of 
the organization and of the Executive 
Board, and present the same for read- 
ing by the Secretary at meetings; shall 
keep a list of members of the organi- 
zation; shall, under the direction of 
the President, issue notices of meetings 
of the organization and of the Execu- 
tive Board; shall send out annual no- 
tices for dues to all members, forward- 
ing collections to the Treasurer; and 
shall perform such other duties as may 
be assigned him. 
ARTICLE VII. 
Section A. 


Election of Officers 


Officers, except the Corresponding 
Secretary, shall be elected at annual 
meetings and shall serve for terms of 
two years. Their terms shall be stag- 
gered so that the terms of only two 
officers expire each year, President and 
Secretary together, then Vice-President 
and Treasurer the following year. 

Section B. 


The President, with the approval 
of the Executive Board, shall appoint 
at least thirty days prior to the regular 
annual meeting, a nominating commit- 
tee of three members of the Friends of 
Texas Libraries, who shall present at 
the annual meeting the names of can- 
didates to fill the offices to be vacated. 

Section C. 


In order to put into operation the 
staggered terms of office, it is provided 
that the President and Secretary shall 
be elected in the year 1959 for a two 
year term, and that the Vice-President 
and Treasurer shall be elected for a 
one year term. Thereafter, the election 
of two officers each year for two year 
terms will be in effect, and section C 
of Article VII shall be stricken from 
the by-laws. 

Section D. 


Each officer, upon the expiration 
of his term of office, shall deliver to 
his successor all records and supplies 
within a period of not more than thirty 
days. 


142 


ARTICLE VIII. Advisory Board 
The President shall appoint an A¢. 
visory Board of citizens interested ang 
active in the promotion of library sery. 
ice in Texas. The President of the 
Texas Library Association, and the 
Chairman of Texas Library Associa- 
tion’s Friends Committee ‘shall be ex. 
officio members. 
ARTICLE IX—Liability 


No officer, member, or committee of 
this organization shall make any con- 
tract or incur any indebtedness in the 
name of this organization without the 
approval of the Executive Board, which 
may be polled by mail when necessary. 
Neither the Executive Board nor any 
officer shall have the authority to incur 
any indebtedness beyond the amount on 
hand after deducting all unpaid obli- 
gations. 

ARTICLE X. Meetings 

Section A. 


The annual meeting of the Friends 
of Texas Libraries shall be held at a 
time and place to be set by the Execu- 
tive Board, but preferably during, and 
at the place of, the meeting of the 
Texas Library Association. 
Section B. 


Special meetings may be called by 
the President on approval of the 
Executive Board. 

Section C. 


A quorum for the annual business 
meeting shall consist of members pres- 
ent at the meeting. 

Section D. 

Three members of the Executive 
Board shall be a quorum. 

ARTICLE XI. 
ity 

The Friends of Texas Libraries shall 
be governed according to _parlia- 
mentary rules. The Parliamentary Au- 
thority shall be Robert’s Revised Rules 
of Order where it does not conflict 
with the bylaws of this organization. 
ARTICLE XII. Amendments 

These bylaws may be amended by 4 
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two-thirds vote of those present at the meeting, or by mail one month 
annual meeting after notification in to the date of the meeting. 
writing either at the preceding annual 
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The University of Texas Graduate School of Library Science 

on wishes to acknowledge publicly its gratitude to Mrs. John Leddy 


the Jones for her recent gift of $1250, which will be used for scholar- 
the 
hich 
ary. 


ships. 
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| 
The State Library is pleased to devote this issue of Texas | 
nds Libraries to FRIENDS OF TEXAS LIBRARIES, and expresses | 


a its thanks to Mrs. Kate Hanke, the appointed Corresponding | 
and | Secretary of FOTL, who condensed the two articles and edited | 
= | the material appearing in this issue. | 

| Witt B. HARWELL 
i by | State Librarian | 
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